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Authors on Facebook: Pages Guide for
Authors and Publishers

Authors use Facebook to connectdirectly with readers and fans. When you create an active
and authentic posting presence, you spark a conversation about your books, upcoming
releases, reviews and more.

Best Practices

Be authentic
postin the first person! Share your story—you’re an author after all.

Think succinct

post sound bites and visual images that have impact.
Mix

photos, videos and quotes from your book(s).

Engagein adialogue
with your readers (Q&A, book clubs, pose questions, a #DayintheLife).

Optimize and measure
your posts with the pages insights tool.

® & 9§ 4§ 9 9

Reviews + readings + releases = REACH!

This best practices guide is designed to support authors in making the most of Facebook Pages
and Instagram to tell their story and build meaningful connections to their readers.

Let's get started!
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Getting started

Create a Facebook Page AR o _ S

= Create aFacebook Page by going to

facebook.com/pages/create @ @

= Select “Create Page” Loca Bainss o« Paca Campay, Ozt betsion v

s Choose acategory (Author or Book) under Entertainment

= Name your page facebook.com/username % ,'\:«
'|.__ 1__"
. PUb“Sh _YOUF page mau.t;m-uurw-crwu Ertertasrenent c-mw‘ammu-ry

Basic steps

= Add a profile photo of you or your book

= Complete the “about” section—tell
your readers who you are!

ELjames© ' r) e = Upload a cover photo
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Start posti n g! Stephen King via Bev Vincent 1 Like Page

Author - 176,658 Likes
Margaret Atwood's review of #DoctorSleep

= Postevents-—-book launches, signings and releases

1
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= Share reviews of your book

= Release exclusive excerpts from
or trailers for your books

. ) ik
Stephen King's ‘Shining’ Sequel, 'Doctor Sleep’
“Doctor Sleep™ picks up the story of Danny, the little boy with psycho-intuitive
powers from Stephen King's 1977 novel "The Shining."


https://www.facebook.com/pages/create
https://www.facebook.com/username
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Create an Instagram account

= Download the App
= Pickahandle

= Take photos with the camera

John Green
It's onesie Wednesday on the #tfiosmovie set and www.instagram.com/
intheklutch is all in. He's even doing the voice. #tfios

Like - Comment - Share - Yesterday

Link it to your Facebook page

= Tapon profile tab (bottom right of screen)

= TaponSettings tab (shaped like
a gear, top right of screen)

selanielagace semverscallectibles o

= Tapon Share Settings

= To Connect to Facebook: Tap on Facebook

= To Connect to Facebook: Tap on “Share Photos To”
= Taponthe Page you would like to share to:

= Toshare a photo when posting, upload
the photo and tap on the Facebook
tab on the caption screen.

View online instructions

Growing Your Fan Base

Jennifer Weiner shared a page: Jennifer Weiner.

My main character needs a new name. Bring me your tired, your poor, the s Post freq uent|y and authent]ca”y (e\/ery day!)
adorable baby name you never got to use because you kept having boys,

and head over to https://www.facebook.com/JenniferWeiner with your

suggestions! = HostaFacebook Q&A (answering your fans’
{ 1 questions live on your Facebook page)—see
below for details on Facebook Q&As

= Startabookclubaboutyourbookasagroup

85,367 \Tikes . & Like
107 talking about this : = Feature yourselfin a #Dayinthelife

while you are on tour


https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/instagram/id389801252?mt=8
http://help.instagram.com/409419892503165
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How-to: Create Engaging Content

= Postdaily

= Typeout1-2line excerpts from your book
= Mix photos, videos and written content

s Uselnstagram & push to Facebook

= Include your book reviews,
recommendations and events

= Hosta Q&A fromyou laptop ora
#Dayinthelife while on tour

= Becreative: ask readers to name your
next character or pose a question
about your book to them

Senrt Srabile Album: Tiemeline Photas

Iris meeded 1o embrace her darkness, in order to reveal her light. Shared with: & Public
L - Conkarn + Share e

Facebook Q&As

= Postastatus update (with a photo) a day or two
in advance saying, "l will be hosting a Facebook
Q&A on X day at X time" (specify time zone)

= Ontheday of the Q&A, post a picture of yourself that
you are ready to answer questions with a picture
of yourself at your laptop, signing books, etc.

s [tisalive, threaded, ranked comments feature. If
you like (or an admin of your page "likes") a question
. before you answer it it will pop to the top.

N, W = = YoucanXoutany spammy orirrelevant comments

F Kathy Reichs
J Welcome to my Facebook Q&A. Please write your questions in the
comments section below and I'll reply to as many as | can!

= Answer as many/as few/whichever questions you want
HEEGSORITEnt Sl SeprmaeT ] from the comfort of your home or office (or while on tour)
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How a Q&A works on Facebook

1 Postastatus update oraphoto that you’ll be hosting a 30 minute Q&A on your Facebook Page.
2 Tagyourselfinaphoto at your computer.

3 Postadayortwoinadvance of the Q&A.

4 Hostthe Q&A anytime.

5 The most Liked and relevant comments to the top of the post, making
it easy to respond to the most popular questions.

6 Thecomment featureis the same as the current comment moderation tools, meaning that
you can X outinappropriate or irrelevant comments and/or ban spammy participants.

7 Justturnonyour “replies to comments” tool in the settings in your page.

Facebook Q&A examples

Click name to view example Take-Overs:
Jackie Collins Bill Dedman Emily Oster
Arianna Huffington Jason Mott Mike Robbins

Book Club Groups on Facebook

You can start a Facebook Group about your book and join in the conversation to participate with your readers.
Invite friends and fans to start a dialogue by pointing them to a particular chapter, page or concept/character.

How to Start: facebook.com/bookmarks/groups

Grou ps + Create Group
1 Clickon Groups on the side bar
P JACKSUIN |
2 Rollover“more” and click CELEBRATES HER 1007 NOVEL
?{' ;
3 Click“Add Group” aaarts
BRI FOR
4 Name the group CHRISTMAS
Yty

5 |nv|te pe0p|e & start it Off Brenda Jacksen Bookslub & JoinGrowp  + Creste Croup &

& o

Thit It the official Rrenda Jatkuan Boskelils Ehat arginates from the Yakoo Group, This is
ancther special place for the .. Set Mase


https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10151686937538601&set=a.108473688600.89197.30676358600&type=1
https://www.facebook.com/AriannaHuffington/posts/10152708687140584
https://www.facebook.com/investigative.reporter/posts/718267334857182
https://www.facebook.com/JasonMottAuthor/posts/429021497217721
https://www.facebook.com/HuffingtonPost/posts/10151630570756130
https://www.facebook.com/hayhouse/posts/10151833979773259
https://www.facebook.com/bookmarks/groups
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A Day in the Life

Frequent postings throughout a particular day (while on tour, researching, etc.) that allow fans a "window into
the world" of the author. A#Dayinthelife is run primarily from Instagram with photos pushed to FB throughout
the day (approximately 10-15) documenting a visual story. Here are some examples:

= #Dayinthelife from Darren Criss
= Usher'sdigital team and The Voice to posted a "Day in the Life of Usher" on FB and Instagram

= #DaylInThelLife - Pitbull documented his day on FB + IG from his morning looking at the beach in Miami to
swimmingin a pool with JLO at the end of the night!

= On-air mention on The Voice by Christina Milian about the "Day in the Life" photos on IG

= Press from US Weekly, ET, and Hollywire

‘ howuseeit m

Good moming fTeamUsher Your getting an look
today.. how | get ready for SVoice Twisted tonight
Yeatmantt!

annavod, kellinharaymond abera_tina

r orlanassulin
LB Godh You are so beautiful &85

mypurebeautyld

We need more pics paps A SR R 6L
z_neliyss

S556

| 28pam
Usher e

B vanessajonezz
leve you lsh
ﬂ vanessajonezz
love ya ush raymand!t

n vanessajonezz
next album should be called ™final concentration” so
deep

t ] ?itbull E=

Graat way to end the day. Spremicsjuventud
#dayinthalife #dale

hardnfaster sassy_sssd rodepo

swagg_chick1g
My mom cracked up on that day

naaancyyy
Damnn Pribull You're My Number Onee Celebrityy
Crushh <3 | @pibull Spitbu

. honeybubusel
Tremenda mujer ke tienes alarde tuyo papi

‘ doverobles
Ya puedes decir que te has dado una ducha con

#o's

Jotnat

*Oye mamita 1 estas buens”

mattpuza

= Weird

B latinbouncerfor_u
|
-l- Me. Pitbull am from ry and | know u kove 1o help ur
people please i u recieve This message Get in



https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10151559576364147&set=a.379411349146.158535.99840369146&type=1
http://instagram.com/p/aYe2RpSibQ/
http://instagram.com/p/b7nuF0OSI1/
http://instagram.com/p/b7nuF0OSI1/
http://ctv4.criticalmention.com/playerpage/player?shareid=128803&partnerToken=26ce96c33e62d77d013f332df9d530e5&clientId=16713)
http://www.usmagazine.com/hot-pics/voicetwisted-2013106

