
 

Guidance for Authors and Illustrators on the Use of AI in Creative Work 

AI is not a substitute for human creativity, which will always remain at the heart of our business. We publish authors and 
illustrators for their distinctive, original voices, perspectives, judgment, and creative abilities, and those qualities are and 
will continue to be the foundation of our books.  

We also recognize that some creative talent may choose to use AI as a tool for limited aspects of their process while others 
may prefer not to use it at all. We respect and support those individual choices.  

To help creative talent navigate these decisions, we have formulated best practices that emphasize originality, accuracy, 
transparency, and respect for the rights of others.  

Best Practices for Using AI 

Be Transparent 
If you plan to use AI during your creative process, please discuss it with your editor. Open conversations help ensure that we 
maintain high standards for originality, quality, and accuracy. 

Use AI as a Tool, Not a Creator 
AI may be helpful for tasks such as brainstorming, research, or exploring ideas. However, AI should not be used to write or create 
a finished product. The work you publish should be your own creation and craft. Your voice, perspective, judgment, and 
creative expression must drive the final work throughout the writing, editorial, and revision process. 

Only Human-created Work Can Be Protected by Copyright 
Fully AI-generated text or images will not be protected by copyright under current U.S. law. To preserve rights and ownership, 
you must ensure that all final material reflects your own input and authorship. 

Verify Information and Check for Bias 
AI tools can generate inaccurate, misleading, or biased content. All AI-generated outputs should be treated as unverified drafts. 
Please confirm facts, challenge assumptions, and ensure the final work is accurate and fair.  

Respect Intellectual Property Rights 
You are responsible for ensuring that your work does not infringe on the rights of others. Please use caution when incorporating 
AI-generated content into your creative process. 

Protect Your Work and Confidential Information 
PRH will not upload creative work or confidential material into AI tools that may train its models with user prompt and other 
inputs. We strongly advise you to do the same. Before using any AI platform, review its terms and conditions to ensure it 
explicitly states that it does not train on user inputs, retain data, or claim ownership of user-generate content. Paid versions of 
tools commonly provide more protection than free ones.  

Be Alert to AI-Enabled Impersonation and Fraud 
AI can make it easier to create convincing impersonation and phishing scams involving publishers, editors, agents, authors, and 
other trusted contacts. Be cautious about unexpected communications requesting sensitive information, payments, credentials, 
or urgent action, and verify unusual requests through a trusted channel. For additional guidance, visit our dedicated company 
webpage or the Author Portal [link]. 

Questions? 
If you have any questions about the use of AI in your project, please reach out to your editor. They are happy to discuss your 
plans and help you navigate evolving best practices. 
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Subject to Updates 

 

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/prh-fraud/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/prh-fraud/
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